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HOUSE BI LL 2605

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives O Brien, Ball asiotes, Radcliff, Benson, Constanti ne,
Cooper, Lantz, Robertson, Hatfield, Hankins, Scott, Dunn, Backl und,
Costa, MDonald, Mtchell, Thonpson, Quall and Del vin

Read first tine 01/16/98. Referred to Commttee on Crimnal Justice &
Corrections.

AN ACT Relating to safety of group hones; and addi ng new sections
to chapter 74.13 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW_ SECTI ON\. Sec. 1. (1) Before placing a group hone in a
community, the departnent nust hold a public hearing on the subject of
the placenent of the group honme in order to allow the comunity to
comment on the issue. The type of notice required of the departnment is
the sane notice that is required by the local nunicipality or county of
devel opers who build in the nunicipality or county. The process nust
provi de for broad di ssem nation of proposals and alternatives, public
meetings after community notification, opportunity for witten public
comments, and consideration of and response to public coments.

(2) Before the departnment places a group hone in an area, the | ocal
| egi sl ative authority nust establish community councils of concerned
citizens to nonitor and provide i nput on the decisions surrounding the
pl acenent of a group hone. These community councils shall work with
the |l ocal police agencies and the operators of the group honmes to help
| essen any negative inpacts the placenent of the facilities m ght have
on the nei ghborhoods in which they are |located. One of the principle

p. 1 HB 2605



a b~ W N

©O© 00 N O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

functions of the councils will be to i nprove communi cati ons between t he
group honme operators and nei ghborhood organi zati ons. The comunity
councils will have the final authority, based on an exam nation of
juvenile crimnal history, as to whether or not particul ar persons are
admtted to the group honmes in their respective nei ghborhoods.

NEW SECTI ON\. Sec. 2. The departnent nust by rule adopt strict
security requirenents for staff who work at group honmes. In no event
may a person who has a felony conviction wthin the past five years be
allowed to work at or staff a group hone.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) Al group honmes nmust neet at |east the
foll ow ng m nimum security requirenents:

(a) Have an al arm system designed to nonitor residents and notify
the staff and | ocal police if there has been an escape or if a resident
has taken an unauthorized | eave of the prem ses;

(b) Have video caneras that nonitor the exterior of the prem ses
twenty-four hours a day; and

(c) Have doors and windows that are in good condition and have
operative | ocks.

(2) Local police agencies may nmake unannounced visits to group
homes to check security and check the treatnent and status of the
occupants.

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 4. The division of juvenile rehabilitation nust
create a programthat allows for the immediate retrieval of a juvenile
of fender’s information and records between the departnent, the group
home staff, the local police departnent, other police departnments in
Washi ngton state or any other states that have had contact with the
juvenil e offender, the current and forner school districts attended by
the resident, any juvenile courts that have had contact with the
resident, and any correctional facilities that have had custody of the
resi dent.

The primary purpose of the information sharing programis to allow
all interested parties to have full access to the resident’s arrest and
conviction information in order to determne if the resident neets the
criteria for adm ssion to a group home, or if the resident’s record
i ndi cates that he or she should be placed in a nore secure facility in
order to safeguard the conmunity.
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1 NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Sections 1 through 4 of this act are each
2 added to chapter 74.13 RCW

~-- END ---
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